Career Academy for the Arts

Course description

The Arts Academy Student will engage in environmental science learning opportunities with an “arts dimension” while meeting school and state graduation requirements for science.   

Science and art are equally involved in our human attempt to explain the world. Both scientists and artists observe, find patterns, seek explanations, and use their creativity to describe their world symbolically.   

The incorporation of the arts in our sciencing is largely up to you.  You have the freedom to demonstrate your knowledge of what we are learning in environmental science in meaningfully artistic ways.  The “Tree” project is one method I intentionally designed to jump start this notion.  Your on-going “tree” project will provide opportunities to interpret our natural world both artistically (photography, painting, sketching, mural, poetry…) and scientifically (leaf tissue analysis of minerals, function of tree parts, DBH, board feet lumber, tree as an ecosystem, tree as part of an ecosystem, nutrient cycling…).  You can expect to learn about the 1930’s Great Depression; the Dust Bowl era; the physical, chemical, and biological properties of soil; soil erosion and conservation; and sustainable agriculture in an integrated Humanities/ Science Unit taught by Ms. Duffy, Mr. Ducharme, and Ms. Tymon.   You will also have extensive opportunities to learn about Vermont’s soils, forests, wildlife, and aquatics to qualify for the Envirothon Competition.   You are expected to draw aquatic insects to discover anatomical features that allowed them to adapt to their habitats and to accompany your drawing with a myth of origin to explain the evolution of an adaptive trait. 
 In the spring of 2004, Arts Academy students performed The End of the World Show – a humorous play about the issues of consumerism and waste, under the direction of a JSC senior majoring in theatre, and professional actors from Lost Nation.  YOU will have your own creative ideas about using art to learn and to communicate about science.   Other ideas include inviting an architect to class to help us design energy efficient living spaces,  joining the Youth Environmental Coalition, and the Recycled Art Program which involves art workshops and gallery shows of art made of recycled/reused materials….BUT it is my hope that we make these decisions together.  These ideas won’t fly without student investment and ownership. 

SO, LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE THIS A GREAT PROGRAM
Bring your ideas and paintbrushes to class
