Advanced Placement Environmental Science

Program of Studies

Most of the APES Lab work and field investigations are conducted in College Prep Environmental Science; you CAN take the “AP” section of Environmental Science in the  spring ONLY AFTER first successfully completing CP Environmental Science in the fall of the same academic year.   In the 60 school days between the onset of second semester and the AP exam in early May, the AP student will learn how to take the APES exam and will review key concepts in:  the flow of energy; matter cycling; the solid earth, atmosphere, and biosphere; human population; renewable and nonrenewable sources; environmental quality of air, water, and soil; global change; and, decisions and trade-offs, through lecture, notes, and textbook.  Large quantities of text will be read and students will be tested frequently.  The cumulative score on these tests will determine student eligibility for the AP exam.  It is almost as grueling as it sounds but students will also engage in one more extensive controlled experiment and two field investigations before the AP exam.  
Most of the fun during the AP spring semester will occur during your preparation for the Envirothon -the Vermont State Environmental Outdoor competition.   The winning team moves on to the Nationals!   Preparation for this competition will occur during an I-Block that runs concurrent to the APES Long and I-Block classes during the second semester of the year.  You will learn about aquatics, forestry, wildlife, and soils in hands-on labs and fieldwork.  You will also work to solve a resource management problem and must orally defend your position.   YOU MUST attend one training day on a Saturday in April and will miss one day of school to compete and bring home the prize!  
After the AP exam, and the Envirothon both of which occur in May, the APES student will engage in two community-service learning projects.  You will design and write A Field Guide to the Soils and Flora along the Nature Trail, and design and write an informational booklet for the community gardeners about the garden’s soil and related research, titled, Cultivating Fertile Minds at the Community Garden.   
GRADES 11 AND 12,       

6.25 CREDITS for the APES long block and I-Block Lab      
1.25 CREDITS for the Envirothon I-Block no exceptions; Envirothon is part of the APES curriculum.

PREREQUISITES:  


“B” average or better in CP Environmental Science 
“B” average or better in Biology

“B” average or better in Algebra

“B” average or better in Chemistry 

YOU NEED TO SHOW ME THAT YOU HAVE MET THE CRITERIA BEFORE SIGNING UP FOR APES.
