Cross-country skiers compete in aftermath of tragedy
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JAY – Cross-country ski teams across the state have had to contend with a dearth of snow. But that's insignificant when you consider what the Peoples Academy team has been dealing with.

The Wolves lost two members of the team this school year in a car accident. Green and yellow ribbons were placed on the racers' bibs in memory of Sigrid Bronner and Trace Santos-Barber.  
 "That was devastating," Peoples' Johannah Ludington said after finishing sixth in the Division II girls individual classical state championships held Wednesday on the golf course of the Jay Peak Resort. 

"We had to decide whether to bag the season or race our hearts out," Peoples coach Josh Carlson said.

Harwood coach John Kerrigan said the deaths not only hit Peoples Academy hard, but all of the state's cross-country ski network.

"Cross-country skiing is a very tight community," Kerrigan said. "It's like in the Olympics when the Canadian skier broke her pole and the Norwegian coach gave her a new one. The teams all cheer for each other. The U-32 bus broke down today so we all decided to wait for them. It's that kind of sport.
 "It hit everybody hard. A lot of the kids knew Sigrid in three sports; cross-country running, cross-country skiing and track."

The lack of snow has caused many teams to scramble and even necessitated moving this state meet only this week from Sleepy Hollow in Huntington to the Jay Peak Nordic Center.

"I am amazed we got this in," Vermont Principal Association Activities Director Bob Johnson said while surveying the action at the finish line. "The great thing is that with a day or two notice, Jay Peak was willing to step up."

A little creativity helped combat the snow problem during the season. The Rutland team went to an alpine site, making use of Killington.

"That kept us on snow every day," Rutland High's Bo Potter said after skiing what RHS coach Mike Miller called "his best race ever."

Potter said it was difficult to simulate a Nordic race because you were either skiing downhill or on the flat. "But at least we could ski and that's what mattered," Potter said.

The Peoples team made the half-hour trip to Craftsbury for practices recently.

The snow problem will likely cause another shift in venue March 1 when the second and final event of the state nordic meet will be held. That will be the freestyle or skate portion of the competition and it will likely be moved to Craftsbury from the Trapp Family Lodge in Stowe.


 Division II Boys

Alex Schultz was the individual winner and helped the Lamoille Lancers to the lead in the team standings. Lamoille has a score of 39 to 70 for Peoples. Then comes BFA-Fairfax at 91, Harwood at 113, Burr and Burton Academy at 186, Woodstock at 188, U-32 at 203, Lyndon at 219, Otter Valley at 219, Lake Region at 247 and Montpelier at 313.

Schultz roared to the win in a time of 18:58.7. His closest pursuer, Ethan Dreissigacker of Peoples, clocked 19:29.3.

Independent Andrew Moskevitz grabbed third in 19:47.4. Completing the top 10 were: Lamoille's Aaron Page (20:06.1); Peoples' Jake Barton (20:08.7); Stowe's Michael Gibson (20:19.7); Lake Region's Ben Taska 20:19.7; Harwood's Ben Smeltzer (20:40.1); Woodstock's Owen Miller (20:44.6) and Harwood's Dan Kuzio (20:50.0).

Not all achievements are measured by top-10 finishes. Otter Valley coach Jim Samler was thrilled with the 24th place he received from first-year skier Zach Mortensen.



Division II Girls

If it's skiing, the Woodstock girls must be at the head of the class. They edged Peoples for top honors, 52-62. This comes one the heels of an alpine sweep at the Southern Districts when Woodstock took the title in both the slalom and giant slalom competition.

Following the Wasps and Wolves were Lyndon at 76, Lamoille at 101, Lake Region at 137, U-32 at 145; BFA-Fairfax at 151; Monpelier at 153; Oxbow at 206; Burr and Burton at 210 and Otter Valley at 247.

Peoples' Jenny Bender, who has been collecting state titles with her teammates for four years, was the individual winner with an eye-popping 21:15.7, the best time for a girl in either division. She was pushed by teammate Emily Dreissigacker who came across the line in 21:51.7, a time that also would have been good enough to win in Division I.

Next it was a family affair. Stowe sisters Ruth and Maeve McGovern nailed down the next two places at 21:51.8 and 23:40.3, respectively.

Lamoille's Claire Gerin-La was fourth in 24:30.9 and then came Ludington with a time of 24:47.6. Lyndon's Rose Long was seventh in 24:55.6.

Then came a wave of Woodstock green to complete the top 10: Camille Anderson, 25:11.6; Nika Meyers, 25:28.1 and Zoe Isaacs, 26:15.8.
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